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Global 
Total cases – 11,514,395 
Total deaths – 535,442 
  
United States 
Total cases – 2,908,164 
Total deaths – 130,090 
Total # tests – 35,512,916 
  
Administration 

• The Paycheck Protection Program began accepting new applications today at 9am New 

York time, Small Business Administration says on website. 

o New deadline to apply for PPP loan is Aug. 8 

• White House economic adviser Larry Kudlow tells Bloomberg TV that the Trump 

administration thinks a $600 per-week boost to unemployment is “a disincentive to 

work.” 

o Kudlow says the generous unemployment package was a good thing at the 

beginning of the pandemic, but that moment has passed 

o “I thought the original rescue package was very smart, I don’t know if everything 

has to apply all over again,” Kudlow says 

• Govt. will consider more stimulus checks in the next coronavirus aid package, Treasury 

Sec. Steven Mnuchin tells reporters. 

o “We’re going to seriously consider whether we need to put more payments, and 

direct payments,” Mnuchin says 

o Govt. will also consider aid for state and local governments, he says 

o Talks will also consider funding for schools to adapt to virus mitigation measures: 

Mnuchin 

• President Donald Trump said June’s better-than-expected jobs report show a strong 

rebound from losses due to the coronavirus pandemic even as new cases surge in parts of 

the U.S. 

o “Today’s announcement proves our economy is roaring back,” Trump said 

Thursday at a White House news conference. 

https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program
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o The rebound of the U.S. jobs market accelerated in June, as businesses continued 

to reopen -- cheered on by Trump. Payrolls rose by 4.8 million last month and the 

unemployment rate fell to 11.1% from 13.3% in May. 

• President Trump will hold an outdoor rally in New Hampshire on July 11 at which face 

coverings are “strongly encouraged,” a change in tone after months of skepticism about 

the value of wearing masks to prevent the spread of coronavirus.  

o The Portsmouth event will be Trump’s second campaign rally in a month, after an 

indoor event in Tulsa, Oklahoma, on June 20 drew a smaller-than-expected 

crowd. 

• U.S. Labor Secretary Eugene Scalia said the economic recovery from the coronavirus 

pandemic has been better than expected so far, and it won’t be necessary to extend an 

emergency unemployment program that ends this month. 

o “We are doing well, we do need to be careful about the virus but I am just 

optimistic,” Scalia said in an interview on “Fox News Sunday.” “It’s really 

important to again remember how much better than projected we’ve done so far.” 

o “Spending, retail spending, consumer spending generally, new home starts, all of 

these have been actually very encouraging economic indicators over the last about 

six weeks or so,” Scalia said. 

o As lawmakers prepare to resume talks about another round of stimulus later this 

month, President Donald Trump’s calls for tax relief -- including a potential 

payroll tax cut -- could be “an important part” of bringing more people back to 

work, said Scalia, a member of the White House coronavirus task force. 

o But the $600 weekly unemployment benefit established as part of the first round 

of stimulus shouldn’t be part of the next package, Scalia said. 

o “As we reopen the economy I don’t know that we need a benefit like that,” Scalia 

said. There will likely be a “lot of discussions toward the end of the month” 

between the White House and lawmakers about the next round of stimulus 

measures, he said. 

• President Donald Trump again blamed the amount of testing for the record rise in U.S. 

Covid-19 cases. “Cases, Cases, Cases! If we didn’t test so much and so successfully, we 

would have very few cases,” he tweeted. 

o But many health experts point out the percentage of those testing positive is also 

rising. In Florida, his home state, 14% of tests on Friday came back positive -- a 

daily rate that has topped 10% since June 25 -- compared with his former home of 

New York, which had a positive rate of 1.2% on Friday. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QCUEI1T0G1L3
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• President Donald Trump signed a bill to extend the Paycheck Protection Program for 

small businesses through Aug. 8. 

o NOTE: The House gave final last-minute congressional approval Wednesday to 

extending the popular program for small businesses, hours after the deadline for 

applications lapsed with more than $130 billion still available. 

• The U.S. National Security Council hosted an inter-agency meeting Thursday to discuss 

plans for a new pandemic response office, CNN reports, citing a senior admin. official. 

o The office, which would be housed at the State Dept, would fall under the 

leadership of a new position called coordinator for pandemics: CNN 

o Goal of Thursday’s meeting was to work on a proposal for President Trump to 

approve: CNN 

• This week’s national ensemble forecast suggests between 140,000 and 160,000 total 

reported Covid-19 deaths are likely by July 25th, CDC says on website. 

o New deaths in Arizona, Arkansas, Florida, Idaho, Nevada, Oklahoma, Oregon, 

South Carolina, Texas, Utah, and Wyoming in the next four weeks will likely 

exceed the number reported over the last four weeks, according to state-level 

ensemble forecasts 

• Anthony Fauci says the U.S. is still “knee-deep” in the first wave of the coronavirus 

pandemic as cases surge in some Sun Belt states. 

o America’s sense of individualism has contributed to the extent of the pandemic, 

the infectious-disease expert says during a virtual event held by Harvard Business 

Review on LinkedIn 

o When European authorities ordered a lockdown almost 95% of the citizenry 

followed suit, however “we never really closed,” Fauci says 

o Opening schools and colleges will depend on the “viral activity” in their specific 

localities, he say 

o Separately, he says there’s no evidence the virus is man-made 

• Homeland Security, Transportation and HHS Depts issue joint guidance for the air 

travel industry to “better protect passengers, crew, and other airport workers from the 

COVID-19 pandemic,” as the economy reopens, according to statement from the 

agencies. 

o Guidance calls for measures to be implemented before, during and after flights; 

recommendations for airports and airlines include: 

o Create barriers to disease transmission 

o Increase social distancing measures 

o Minimize points of contact with surfaces and people 

https://www.cnn.com/2020/07/02/politics/trump-state-dept-new-pandemic-office/index.html?utm_medium=social&utm_content=2020-07-02T22%3A52%3A05&utm_source=twCNNp&utm_term=image
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/forecasting-us.html


 
  

COVID-19 7/6 UPDATE 
 

o Ensure cleanliness of areas with potential for human contact 

o Know how passengers arriving on international flights can be reached if exposed 

to COVID-19 

o Read guidance here  

• The National Institutes of Health is aiming to develop by the fall new coronavirus tests 

that will give results within an hour, potentially allowing sports leagues such as the NFL 

to check players before games.  

o “This is a white knuckle goal,” NIH Director Francis Collins says at a Senate 

Appropriations subcommittee hearing, adding he hopes 1 million tests can be 

administered each day 

• Federal health officials are in talks with the American Red Cross and blood 

organizations about increasing the collection of blood plasma from recovered Covid-19 

patients, DJ reports, citing unidentified people familiar. 

o The Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority (Barda) has 

asked the Red Cross and America’s Blood Centers if they can collect 400,000 

units or more of antibody-rich convalescent plasma for treating patients 

o Barda and the American Red Cross are in talks about potentially collecting 

200,000 units of convalescent plasma over the duration of their contract, which 

ends March 2021, DJ cites Shaun Gilmore, convalescent-plasma program 

executive at the Red Cross 

• Important conversations are continuing in Washington around who in the United States 

will be among the first to receive a coronavirus vaccine once one becomes available, 

health officials said during a Senate appropriations hearing on Thursday.   

o Dr. Robert Redfield, director of the US Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention, said in the hearing that the CDC's Advisory Committee on 

Immunization Practice has been mulling over who should be prioritized. ACIP 

held a meeting last week during which it was considered that maybe the highest 

priority should be given to health care personnel and essential workers. 

o In a previous ACIP meeting, some other proposed priority groups that were 

discussed included adults ages 65 and older, long-term care facility residents, 

people with high-risk underlying medical conditions and pregnant women, among 

others. 

• US Citizenship and Immigration Services, the federal agency responsible for granting 

citizenship, providing immigration benefits, and processing visa applications is bracing to 

furlough thousands of employees in August — a move that could grind the US 

immigration system to a halt.  

https://www.transportation.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/2020-07/Runway_to_Recovery_07022020.pdf
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QCUC00073NCZ
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o USCIS, a fee-funded agency, says it’s at a loss for money after having to close 

offices and put services on pause during the pandemic. 

o Over recent weeks, the agency has been preparing to furlough more than half of 

its workforce unless Congress provides additional funding. Notices went out to 

staff this week that can potentially be furloughed, according to an agency 

spokesperson.  

• U.S. Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin said Thursday that the Trump administration 

is considering whether to give money to schools to better equip them to be ready for 

classes to begin in the fall. 

o “We’re working with schools and universities. And I think in most cases, schools 

will be able to open safely. Some schools will need to spend money. One of the 

things we’ll look at in CARES 4 is if we need to give money to schools to 

properly equip their areas,” Mnuchin said in the White House briefing room. 

o Mnuchin said the administration would “absolutely” support the legislation if it 

included funding for schools. 

• Admiral Dr. Brett Giroir, assistant secretary for health for the US Department of Health 

and Human Services, told lawmakers Thursday that to date, the US has performed more 

than 35 million Covid-19 tests and is now averaging "over 550,000 tests per day." 

o Speaking to the House Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Crisis about the 

national stockpile, Giroir said he estimates the nation will have the capacity to 

perform 40 to 50 million tests per month by the fall.  

o Giroir did not specify which type of test he is referring to – those that check for 

current infection or those that check for past infection. It is also important to note 

many individuals have received multiple tests. 

o “With emerging new techniques like pooling of samples, combined with 

investments and point of care technologies, that number could easily be 80 

million available per month if they are needed,” Giroir said.  

• Eight Secret Service agents assigned to Vice President Mike Pence's detail ahead of his 

trip to Arizona tested positive for the coronavirus right before Pence was scheduled to 

travel there, a law enforcement source told CNN. 

o The positive tests forced a one-day delay in the trip so the Secret Service could 

swap in healthy agents, The Washington Post reported. Pence was scheduled to go 

to Arizona on Tuesday, but delayed the trip until Wednesday. 

• The US Navy Blue Angels team have canceled their 2020 Pensacola Beach Air Show 

performance, according to a press release from the Santa Rosa Island Authority. The air 

show was scheduled to take place July 8-11 in Pensacola, Florida. 

http://www.cnn.com/2020/07/03/politics/donald-trump-coronavirus-texas-arizona-florida/index.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/secret-service-agents-preparing-for-pence-arizona-trip-contracted-coronavirus/2020/07/02/8029280c-bc97-11ea-bdaf-a129f921026f_story.html
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• Kimberly Guilfoyle -- the girlfriend of Donald Trump Jr. and a top fundraiser for the 

Trump campaign -- has tested positive for coronavirus, according to a top official for the 

committee she leads. 

o "After testing positive, Kimberly was immediately isolated to limit any exposure," 

said Sergio Gor, chief of staff for the Trump Victory Finance Committee. 

• FDA Commissioner Dr. Stephen M. Hahn said on Sunday that the US government 

intends to “surge remdesivir to the areas that most need it.”  

o Hahn told CNN that the country’s remdesivir supply has not run out and is being 

distributed by the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS).  

o The US currently has enough remdesivir if the epidemic does not get any worse, 

according to former US Food and Drug Administration commissioner Dr. Scott 

Gottlieb.  

o Remdesivir, an antiviral that is the only drug that has US Food and Drug 

Administration emergency authorization for use in treating coronavirus infections, 

is one of only a handful of treatment options that will be available before the end 

of the year, Gottlieb said on Sunday on CBS. 

o For the supply to last, the drug should be reserved for very sick or hospitalized 

Covid-19 patients, according to Gottlieb. 

• The US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is planning to release new 

guidance on how K-12 students can physically return to the classroom this 

year, according to a senior CDC official with knowledge of the discussions. 

o The recommendation was presented internally to leaders at the CDC early last 

week and is “a priority this week,” according to the senior official. Over the 

weekend, senior officials at the agency presented CDC Director Dr. Robert 

Redfield with details on the science behind why schools should reopen, the source 

said. The specifics of the guidance were not available. 

• The US Food and Drug Administration granted emergency use authorization on 

Monday for an on-site coronavirus antigen test that can yield results in 15 minutes. 

o Here's how the test works: The diagnostic test uses a device made by medical 

technology company Becton, Dickinson and Company that is a little larger than a 

cell phone to analyze samples, it said. 

o It detects bits of the coronavirus called antigens. It’s not a home test, but can be 

used by medical professionals in pharmacies, urgent care centers and doctors’ 

offices. 

o The test itself uses a standard nose and throat swab to collect samples, which are 

put into a small cassette for use in the device for analysis. 
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Capitol Hill 

• A House Democratic spending bill will set aside $10 billion for the coronavirus 

response and require the U.S. to send funds to the World Health Organization, an agency 

targeted by President Donald Trump over its handling of the pandemic. 

o The bill, released Sunday, would require the U.S. to send $200 million to the 

WHO, despite Trump’s decision, citing China’s influence over the United Nations 

agency, to cut U.S. funding for the group. The spending for the Covid-19 

response would cover a variety of emergency funds and would be exempt from 

spending limits, according to the bill. 

• A bill offered by Republican senators would provide emergency assistance for livestock 

and poultry loss, animal disease prevention and preparedness, according to statement. 

o Legislation would also give additional authority to USDA through Commodity 

Credit Corporation Charter to deal with removal and disposal of livestock 

o Sens. Jim Inhofe, Chuck Grassley, Thom Tillis among those to introduce the 

legislation  

• A bipartisan group of senators introduced bill that would allow electric cooperatives and 

small, rural telecommunications providers to refinance Rural Utilities Service debt at 

current market rates without penalty, assisting them in recovering from the pandemic. 

o Republicans John Boozman and John Hoeven and Democrats Tina Smith 

and Kyrsten Sinema are among co-sponsors, according to statement from the 

lawmakers 

o Identical legislation was also introduced Thursday in the House by GOP 

Rep.Vicky Hartzler and Democratic Rep.Tom O’Halleran  

• Representative Andy Biggs is urging President Donald Trump to disband the White 

House coronavirus task force because, he argues, it’s hindering the U.S. economic 

recovery. 

o Rep. Biggs said that the scientists on the task force, which is led by Vice 

President Mike Pence, are causing an unnecessary “panic.” 

o “As our economy is restored, it is imperative that President Trump is not 

undermined in his mission to return our economy to greatness,” Biggs said in a 

statement. “Dr. Anthony Fauci and Dr. Deborah Birx continue to contradict many 

of President Trump’s stated goals and actions for returning to normalcy as we 

know more about the Covid-19 outbreak.” 

o Biggs is chairman of the House Freedom Caucus, conservative Republicans 

whom Trump often consults. He wrote an opinion article for a conservative 

website criticizing Arizona Governor Doug Ducey, also a Republican, for his 

https://www.inhofe.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/20200702%20-%20RELIEF%20for%20Producers%20Act%20of%202020%20-%20Final.pdf
https://www.inhofe.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/20200702%20-%20RELIEF%20for%20Producers%20Act%20of%202020%20-%20Final.pdf
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5247593
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB1689586
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB1700140
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5248866
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decision on Monday to close bars, water parks, movie theaters and other public 

facilities as virus cases rose.  

• Republican Rep.Steve Scalise asks James Clyburn, chairman of a House panel 

overseeing coronavirus relief spending, “to narrow” his inquiry into implementation of 

the Paycheck Protection Program. 

o Scalise, who is panel’s ranking member, says that loan applications were 

processed on a first-come, first-served basis and didn’t benefit “wealthy existing 

clients” over small businesses 

o Scalise also says the SBA and Treasury Dept. have agreed to provide requested 

information and data 

o Read letter  

• “There’s a lot of work that’s been done, a lot of oversight that’s been done, a lot of ideas 

that are being batted around,” Senate Majority Whip John Thune says, referring to 

congressional talks over another stimulus package to combat the coronavirus pandemic. 

o “It’s realistic but challenging for sure,” Thune says on whether the chamber can 

put a plan together before the August recess. “In the end, if we need to move and 

we need to act, we will” 

o Consensus among Republicans is growing that aid that “needs to be strong” on 

health care, with testing and vaccine research a priority, and it needs to address 

unemployment benefits that expire at the end of July and make sure that the virus 

relief loan program is targeted at hard-hit industries 

o Republicans are split on President Trump’s desire for another round of direct 

payments to individuals, Thune says 

o Outreach to Democrats on Senate GOP plans “will happen at some point,” Thune 

says 

• GOP Sen. Marco Rubio says he wants the federal government to help states with “pool 

testing” for universities, schools, emergency responders and health workers. 

o “This will allow them to conduct exponentially larger number of tests regularly & 

identify & stop outbreaks,” Rubio says in tweet  

o In separate tweet, Rubio says focus shouldn’t be on daily number of positve cases 

or hospitalizations since “many positives won’t get sick & many hospital 

admissions unrelated to & not being treated for Covid” 

o Instead, HHS should require hospitals to report Covid admissions and how many 

of those patients need the ICU, Rubio says 

https://mcusercontent.com/7783639785263f13d836e22fe/files/09d78aac-b04e-459d-9832-e2337c3d633c/Scalise_to_Clyburn_re_withdraw_PPP_requests.pdf
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB495
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5247913
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QCUBYJMB2SK5
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QCUBRSMB2SKC


 
  

COVID-19 7/6 UPDATE 
 

• Democratic Sens. Elizabeth Warren, and Edward Markey, Rep.Carolyn Maloney 

have introduced a bill to put in place national data collection and reporting requirements 

to ensure that assisted living facilities adequately protect residents from COVID-19. 

o Democrats also release a report that shows high rates of coronavirus infection, 

hospitalization and fatality among assisted living residents 

• Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.) and the Finance Committee’s top 

Democrat Ron Wyden (Ore.) rolled out legislation that would extend the “supercharged” 

federal subsidy to unemployment insurance. Their bill would extend until March 2021 

the current $600 a week unemployment boost, though it includes an “automatic 

stabilizer” to phase down the benefit in states where the three-month average jobless rate 

declines below certain thresholds.  

• Reps. Diana DeGette (D-Colo.), Jackie Speier (D-Calif.) and Debbie Dingell (D-

Mich.) introduced a bill that seeks to provide grant funding to states to help them with the 

development and deployment of digital contract-tracing technology so long as the states 

agree to ensure the privacy of consumers are protected on the tools. 

• Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell said Monday that the coronavirus pandemic 

is “clearly not over” and urged Americans to wear masks and social distance. 

o "This is not over. We had hoped we would be on the way to saying goodbye to 

this health care pandemic. Clearly it is not over,” he said at an event in Louisville. 

o McConnell said wearing face masks is also key, calling it “the single most 

important thing.” 

o "Not complicated,” he added of masks. "Totally available now, and everyone 

should be doing that." 

o McConnell also said the Senate will take a look at new coronavirus legislation in 

a couple of weeks. 

o If there is another bill, he said, it's vital for it to include liability protections for 

businesses to avoid a “second epidemic of lawsuits in the wake of the pandemic 

that we’re already struggling with." 

o “We cannot get back to normal if we have an epidemic of lawsuits,” he said. He 

also indicated a potential next package would focus on getting kids back to school 

and opening childcare.  

State/Local 

• Texas Governor Greg Abbott ordered residents to wear face coverings in public amid a 

spike in Covid-19 cases across the second-most populous U.S. state. 

https://www.warren.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Bill%20text%20Assisted%20Living%20Facility%20Coronavirus%20Reporting%20Act.pdf
https://www.warren.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Assisted%20Living%20Facilities%20Staff%20Report.pdf
https://degette.house.gov/sites/degette.house.gov/files/Secure%20Data%20and%20Privacy%20for%20Contact%20Tracing%20Act%20of%202020%20bill%20text.pdf
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o In a reversal of his months-long opposition to such a mandate, Abbott on 

Thursday said the order applies to all counties with 20 or more virus cases. He 

also barred people from gathering in groups larger than 10. 

• Indianapolis Mayor Joe Hogsett issued a public health order requiring all residents to 

wear face coverings in public spaces, according to a statement from his office. 

o The mandate requires residents to wear face masks indoors and outdoors when in 

public spaces, according to the statement. 

• New York City Public Schools will open in September, Mayor Bill de Blasio said 

during today's Covid-19 presser.  

o The mayor said schools will have a maximum number of students who can attend 

school in September based on space they can convert to learning areas that 

supports social distancing.  

o In some cases where all students can’t attend class, they may have staggering 

schedules, the mayor said.  

• The hard-hit Houston area needs more restrictions, but the state government has blocked 

local officials from acting to limit the spread of the virus, Harris County Chief Lina 

Hidalgo said. The order by Governor Greg Abbott last week to wear face coverings 

helps, but doesn’t go far enough, she said. 

• Phoenix Mayor Kate Gallego said the city opened much too early and needs to do more 

tests but her pleas to expand community-based evaluations have been rebuffed, including 

by the Federal Emergency Management Agency. 

o “We are in a crisis related to testing,” Gallego told ABC’s “This Week.” FEMA 

said “they’re moving away from that, which feels like they’re declaring victory 

while we’re still in crisis mode.” 

o “We had crowded nightclubs handing out free champagne, no masks,” she said  

• FDA Commissioner Stephen Hahn told CNN it’s too soon to tell if it’s safe to host part 

of the Republican National Convention next month in Florida. 

o Originally scheduled to be held in Charlotte, the nominating convention -- 

including Trump’s acceptance speech -- was partially moved to Jacksonville, after 

North Carolina Governor Roy Cooper, a Democrat, disagreed with hosting the 

Aug. 24-27 event at full scale out of concern of the virus spread. 

• A divided U.S. Supreme Court blocked a lower court order that would have made it 

easier for some people to cast ballots in Alabama’s July 14 primary runoff election if 

they were at high risk of becoming seriously ill from Covid-19. 

o The justices, voting 5-4 Thursday along ideological lines, granted an emergency 

request by Alabama officials, who argued that the order would undermine 

confidence in the election by jettisoning rules designed to prevent fraud. The high 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QD00CMT0AFB5


 
  

COVID-19 7/6 UPDATE 
 

court gave no explanation, saying only that its order would apply while the case is 

on appeal. 

• Miami-Dade County, Florida’s most populous county, will start requiring masks in all 

public spaces. 

o Mayor Carlos Gimenez said he will sign an emergency order later Wednesday, 

according to an emailed statement. Masks were previously required in indoor 

public spaces and outdoors when effective social distancing was not possible. 

• Washington state officials are pausing all applications for counties to move into the next 

phase starting today, said John Wiesman, secretary for the state's Department of Health.  

o All counties will stay in their current phase for at least the next two weeks, he 

said.  

• Washington state Gov. Jay Inslee announced the next step forward for the state in the 

form of a new “Mask Up – Open Up” campaign during a news conference today. 

o Inslee said in the next couple of days, he will be signing a proclamation that says 

businesses will not be able to legally serve customers goods or services unless the 

patrons are wearing a face covering. 

o He said the measure will be issued because of the “extremely troubling spike in 

the number of cases that we are experiencing across the state of Washington.” 

• Chicago issued a new order directing people entering the city from states experiencing a 

surge in new Covid-19 cases to quarantine for a 14-day period, Department of Health 

Commissioner Allison Arwady said. 

o The 14-day period begins from the time of the last contact within the "identified 

state." 

o The states included in the order are: Alabama, Arkansas, Arizona, California, 

Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, Nevada, South 

Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, and Utah. 

• Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey has extended the state’s public health emergency for another 90 

days – making it set to expire on September 9. 

o This is the second 60-day extension of the state of emergency, which was 

declared on March 13, due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

o Enforcement of health orders is contingent on local authorities, but California’s 

governor is again threatening to withhold funding from those who do not comply. 

• West Virginia Gov. Jim Justice announced an executive order Monday stating all adults 

abd children 9 years old and older are required to wear a face covering in places where 

social distancing is not possible. 

o The order goes into effect at midnight. 



 
  

COVID-19 7/6 UPDATE 
 

o It will not be a criminal offense if someone doesn’t wear a face covering and 

penalties were not specified. 

• Part of California’s new budget included a trailer bill, which allows dissemination of 

funds based on contingent behavior, Gov. Gavin Newsom said. He is referring to the 

distribution of $2.1 billion, which includes CARES Act and realignment dollars. 

o The enforcement directive applies to everyone in the state, not just to businesses. 

Yet companies seem to be the focus of intervention, with Newsom noting that the 

state sent out 350,00 letters to businesses on Wednesday specifically laying out 

expectations and good business behaviors to protect employees and customers. 

o The governor said he supports the idea of issuing citations if necessary, but 

stresses that education and encouragement to follow the directives should come 

first. 

• Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee signed an executive order Friday giving mayors in 89 counties the 
authority to issue mask requirements. 

o Six counties with locally run health departments — Sullivan, Knox, Hamilton, 

Davidson, Madison and Shelby — will retain their existing authority to issue 

mask requirements as needed, the governor tweeted Friday. 

o The new executive order allows local governments to issue the mandates if a 

surge requires more preventative measures being taken to slow the spread of the 

virus.  

• Restaurants, gyms and other businesses will have to close this week in Florida's Miami-Dade 
County as coronavirus cases continue to rise across the state, Mayor Carlos Giménez announced 
today. 

o "I am continuing to roll back business openings as we continue to see a spike in the 
percent of positive COVID-19 tests and an uptick in hospitalizations," he said in a 
statement on the county website. 

o Starting Wednesday, these businesses must close, according to the mayor: 
▪ Restaurants (except for takeout and delivery services) 
▪ Ballrooms 
▪ Banquet facilities 
▪ Party venues 
▪ Gyms and fitness centers 
▪ Short-term rentals 

o Giménez said outdoor activities — including condominium and hotel pools — can stay 
open strict social distancing and masks rules. Summer camps and child care centers can 
also stay open with certain capacity limits. 

• Beginning July 3, Columbus, Ohio, will require people to wear a face covering when out 

in public, the city's Health Department announced Thursday.   

https://www.miamidade.gov/releases/2020-07-06-mayor-order-closures.asp
https://www.miamidade.gov/releases/2020-07-06-mayor-order-closures.asp
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• The mayor of Tulsa, Oklahoma, G.T. Bynum, announced today three new initiatives as 

positive case rates climb to "an unacceptable new normal" in his city.   

o Speaking at a news conference with his chief health official, Bynum did not 

address any link to the rise in cases and President Trump’s June 20 rally in Tulsa.  

o Dr. Bruce Dart, director of the Tulsa Health Department, also did not specifically 

address any potential community spread that may have resulted from the Trump 

rally, but did address gatherings where the purpose is to "congregate in close 

contact with other people" as "a potential risk for spreading Covid-19" and 

advised people to wear masks and socially distance.   

• Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine announced today that the state will implement a new warning 

system to provide local health departments and community leaders data and information 

to help combat Covid-19 flare-ups as they occur in different parts of the state.  

o The Ohio Public Health Advisory System has four levels to provide guidance on 

the severity of the problem each Ohio county, the governor said. The levels are 

determined by seven data indicators that identify the risk level for each county 

and a corresponding color code to represent that risk level. 

o These seven indicators include new cases per capita, sustained increase in new 

cases, proportion of cases not congregate cases, sustained increase in ER visits, 

sustained increase in outpatient visits, sustained increase in new Covid-19 

hospital admissions and ICU bed occupancy. 

• The Myrtle Beach City Council in South Carolina unanimously voted to enact a face 

mask ordinance ahead of the Fourth of July weekend as the number of coronavirus cases 

continues to climb.  

o Myrtle Beach city manager John Pedersen issued the executive order on 

Thursday, which requires residents and visitors to wear a cloth face mask at retail 

and food service establishments as well as in public spaces.  

• As the Pennsylvania Department of Health continues to move counties into the "green 

phase" of reopening, state officials announced a travel advisory asking people to 

quarantine for 14 days when they return from travel to 15 states experiencing a surge in 

Covid-19 cases.  

o Governors from New York, New Jersey and Connecticut similarly announced a 

travel advisory from these states in late June.  

o Pennsylvania is only recommending a quarantine to its residents while its three 

neighbor states issued a mandate.  

o The 15 states include: Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, California, Florida, Georgia, 

Idaho, Louisiana, Mississippi, Nevada, North Carolina, South Carolina, 

Tennessee, Texas and Utah. 

https://cms6.revize.com/revize/myrtlebeachsc/coronavirus/docs/Executive%20Order%2012%207.2.2020.pdf
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/24/us/new-york-coronavirus-travel-restriction/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/24/us/new-york-coronavirus-travel-restriction/index.html
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• The mayor of Miami-Dade County in Florida is issuing a countywide curfew to 

control the spread of Covid-19, according to a statement. 

o Mayor Carlos Gimenez will sign the order tonight, which will take effect on 

Friday until further notice, the statement said. The curfew will go from 10 p.m. 

until 6 a.m. daily. 

• Arkansas Gov. Asa Hutchinson signed an executive order that will give cities the 

ability to mandate face coverings. 

o The executive order allows local municipalities to require face coverings and 

allows for local law enforcement and city officials to enforce the rule, according 

to a statement from his office. 

• Puerto Rico will have some stringent new rules for people traveling to the island amid 

the coronavirus pandemic. 

o Gov. Wanda Vázquez Garced said she will sign an executive order that, among 

other things, will require visitors to provide a negative Covid-19 test result 

produced within 72 hours of arrival. 

o "I want Puerto Ricans living in the US mainland to safely come to our island and 

visit their family members without fear of spreading this virus or infecting a love 

one," Vázquez said in a statement. "I want tourists and everyone visiting Puerto 

Rico to feel safe." 

• Harris County Judge Lina Hidalgo issued a countywide order prohibiting outdoor 

gatherings of 10 or more people, except for some Independence Day activities. 

o The order, which was issued on Friday, says fireworks displays/gatherings with 

more than 100 people are allowed only if people view the celebrations from inside 

a motor vehicle. 

o The order is in effect until at least 11:59 p.m. local time on Aug. 26.  

• More than 1,400 Georgia health care workers have petitioned the state's governor 

asking that he impose further restrictions to slow the spread of Covid-19. 

o Georgia has seen the virus surge in the past week, with the number of new cases 

increasing by more than 50%. 

o In a letter dated Thursday, the health care workers ask that Gov. Brian Kemp 

close bars and nightclubs and prohibit indoor gatherings of more than 25 people -- 

including at places of worship. 

o The letter also recommends a statewide face covering requirement and asks that 

the governor allow mayors and county officials to institute requirements 

appropriate for their jurisdictions. 

• New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo said New York City is still on track to launch into 

phase three of its Covid-19 reopening Monday. 

https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/data/new-cases-50-states/georgia
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o The governor reiterated that indoor dining will not be a part of this reopening.  

o “New York City is a crowded, dense urban area and — until recently — was the 

global epicenter of the Covid-19 crisis," Cuomo said in a news release 

today. "Out of an abundance of caution and after seeing other states' experiences 

with indoor dining, we will wait to reopen it as the city moves to phase three 

tomorrow.” 
  
International 

• Self-isolation measures have been lifted for people traveling to England from "lower 

risk countries," such as Germany, France, Spain, and Italy, according to UK's Department 

of Transport. 

o "Passengers returning or visiting from certain destinations which pose a reduced 

risk to the public health of UK citizens, including Spain and Italy, will no longer 

need to self-isolate when arriving in England," Transport Secretary Grant Shapps 

announced Friday. 

o The new measures will go into effect July 10 and a list of countries exempt from 

self-isolation upon arrival to England will be published Friday, the Transport 

Department said. 

• Venezuela will reimpose total lockdown measures next week as Covid-19 cases spread in 

the country, Vice President Delcy Rodríguez announced. 

o The measure was announced as part of a plan the country is implementing to fight 

the pandemic.  

• Israel has re-imposed a series of strict limitations — closing down event halls, clubs, bars, and 
more — as coronavirus cases rise across the country.  

o The government also announced that gyms and public pools would be closed once 

again, as will cultural venues. Houses of worship would be limited to 19 people, 

and restaurants will be limited to 20 people in a closed area, or 30 people in an 

open area with sufficient distance between tables. 

• The World Health Organization halted one of the clinical trials of hydroxychloroquine, 

touted by President Donald Trump for Covid-19, and lopinavir/ritonavir, accepting a 

steering committee recommendation. 

o WHO set up the so-called Solidarity Trial to find a treatment for patients in 

hospitals, but interim results showed the two drugs did little to reduce mortality 

rates whilke not adding to the risk of death. 

o This decision doesn’t affect possible evaluation in other studies of the two drugs 

in non-hospitalized patients or as pre- or post-exposure protection for Covid-19, 

the agency said in a statement. Trump took hydroxychloroquine in May. 
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• Spain’s Catalan government has put the Segria region and its capital Lleida under 

lockdown to contain an outbreak. The number of cases in the region of 210,000 has 

soared 20% in the past two weeks to 3,312. Four of nine outbreaks currently being 

monitored by authorities are associated to companies harvesting and processing fruit and 

vegetables. 

• The U.K. government plans to award 5 billion pounds ($6.2 billion) of coronavirus 

testing contracts to private companies as it overhauls the way it tracks Covid-19. While 

drug giants such as GlaxoSmithKline Plc and AstraZeneca Plc already work with the 

government on its testing system, there have been reports of missing tests and long waits 

for results. 

• The U.K. needs to do more to inform the public about its test and trace system, according 

to a group of top scientists, as thousands of businesses such as pubs and hairdressers re-

open over the weekend. 

o A presentation Friday from the Independent SAGE group -- set up earlier this 

year as an alternative to the U.K. government’s official Covid-19 scientific 

advisory panel -- raised questions over a lack of findings being shared by the 

government from its tracing efforts or evidence of checks to make sure those 

people that have been in contact with the infection are self-isolating. 

o The group cited Office of National Statistics data published Thursday that 

estimated there are between 20,000 and 25,000 newly infected people in England 

every week and that infection rates have stopped slowing in the last fortnight. 

• The European Commission has launched infringement proceedings against 10 

European Union member states for failing to protect the rights of passengers when 

journeys have had to be cancelled as a result of the coronavirus pandemic.  

o National legislation in place in Czech Republic, Cyprus, Greece, France, Italy, 

Croatia, Lithuania, Poland, Portugal and Slovakia violates EU rules on travel, the 

Commission said Friday.  

o Further action has also been launched against Greece and Italy for failing to 

protect bus, rail, and ferry passengers.  

• Brazil's President Jair Bolsonaro vetoed on Friday parts of a law that requires people 

wear face masks in public during the pandemic. 

o The use of masks in shopping malls, stores, religious temples, educational 

establishments and other closed places where people gather will no longer be 

mandatory.  

o Bolsonaro also vetoed fines for those not wearing masks in public sites, as well as 

to establishments that do not provide masks and hand sanitizer to employees. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QCWGYVT0G1KY
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QCWGYVT0G1KY
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• The U.K. will spend 1.6 billion pounds ($2 billion) on theaters, museums and music 

venues in a bid to rescue the arts and culture sector from the brink of collapse in the wake 

of the coronavirus lockdown. “The show must go on,” Chancellor of the Exchequer Rishi 

Sunak said late Sunday. 

o The funding includes 880 million pounds of grants and 270 million pounds of 

repayable loans, the Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport said in a 

statement. Galleries, heritage sites and independent cinemas also will be eligible 

for grants.  

• A lockdown has been ordered for a region of Galicia in northwestern Spain, restricting 

travel in and out of A Marina for about 70,000 residents. The five-day measure was 

ordered after cases started to rise from two different outbreaks. 

o Spain put an agricultural region with more than 200,000 residents under indefinite 

lockdown on Saturday. The number of cases in the Segria region of 210,000 has 

soared 20% in the past two weeks to 3,312. Four of nine outbreaks currently being 

monitored by authorities are associated with companies harvesting and processing 

fruit and vegetables. 

• Mexico City suspended the reopening of its historic downtown after businesses failed to 

meet measures to contain the spread of Covid-19, Reforma reported on Saturday. The 

area will be closed until a new opening plan is created, Reforma reported, citing the city 

government. 

o Violations included businesses ignoring closing hours, employees not wearing 

masks and lines of customers without sufficient physical distance. 

• United Arab Emirates citizens and resident expatriates can now travel abroad after 

testing negative for Covid-19, in the latest move by the OPEC nation to ease virus 

restrictions. Travelers need to comply with requirements in the UAE and destination 

countries, state news agency WAM reported, citing an official statement. Returning 

expatriates will require a “pre-examination” in countries where testing facilities are 

available, WAM said. 

• North Korea has “thoroughly prevented” the spread of a disease that has caused “the 

worldwide health crisis” but must guard against complacency in its “anti-epidemic” 

efforts, state news agency KCNA reports, citing leader Kim Jong Un at a party meeting. 

o KCNA does not specifically mention Covid-19 but refers to “the malignant contagious 

disease”  

o Kim “made sharp criticism” of official inattention in the “protracted” fight against the 

disease 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QD0KYADWRGG8
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o “He repeatedly warned that hasty relief of anti-epidemic measures will result in 

unimaginable and irretrievable crisis”: KCNA 

o Meeting also focused on hastening the building of the Pyongyang General Hospital 

• The UK government has revealed a new “travel corridor” list – including 59 states and 14 British 

Overseas Territories – from which travelers will now be exempted from the formerly established 

14-day isolation period.  

o “The government is satisfied that it is now safe to ease these measures in England 

and has introduced travel corridors for some countries and territories,” the 

Department for Transport said Friday in a statement.  

o “This applies to all travel to England, by train, ferry, coach, air or any other 

route,” the statement added.  

o According to the announcement, starting on July 10, unless they have visited or 

stopped in any other country or territory in the preceding 14 days, passengers 

arriving from the countries and territories that are part of the "travel corridor" list 

will not be required to self-isolate on arrival into England. 

• European Union Home Affairs Commissioner Ylva Johansson has urged European 

countries to apply “as wide a definition of partnerships as possible” to exempt the 

“partner or ‘sweetheart’,“ of an EU citizen from EU coronavirus travel restrictions. 

o The EU published on Tuesday a set of guidelines that allows for the gradual 

reopening of Europe’s external borders starting July 1. 

o The guidelines, which are primarily based on health criteria and preventing a 

second wave of the coronavirus pandemic, define a “family member” as a spouse, 

a registered partnership equivalent to marriage, children or dependents under the 

age of 21 and dependent direct relatives. 

• The European Commission has granted "conditional marketing authorization" for 

remdesivir as a treatment for coronavirus infection, Gilead Sciences, the company that 

makes the Covid-19 drug, announced in a press release on Friday morning. 

o The authorization, based on a review of scientific data that dates back to April, 

means that the drug will be indicated in Europe for the treatment of Covid-19 in 

adults and adolescents ages 12 and older or weighing at least 40 kilograms, who 

have pneumonia that requires oxygen support. 

Other 

• The U.S. should be building up reserves of therapeutic antibodies now ahead of any 

potential approval or emergency use authorization to treat the coronavirus, said the 

former head of the Food and Drug Administration.  

https://www.cnn.com/travel/article/eu-borders-open-but-not-to-americans-intl/index.html
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o “We need a more coordinated national strategy around this,” ex-FDA 

Commissioner Scott Gottlieb said yesterday on CBS’s “Face the Nation.”  

o Gottlieb said the U.S. government could encourage drugmakers to curtail 

production of less essential medicines for a time, in favor of making more 

antibody treatments now. 

• Major League Baseball announced Friday in a statement that the 2020 All-Star game 

has been canceled. 

o The Los Angeles Dodgers were supposed to host it, but they will now host it the 

event in 2022.  

• Major commercial laboratories in the United States are reporting delays in returning 

Covid-19 test results as the pandemic rages on and case numbers surge in parts of the 

country. 

o While the number of tests conducted across the US increases, experts say long 

turnaround times can make it difficult to isolate confirmed cases and quickly 

quarantine their close contacts. 

o Quest Diagnostics, a commercial laboratory, said this week that testing demand 

has reached “unprecedented levels,” leading to delays. LabCorp, another 

laboratory, is reporting delays too.  

o While Quest can provide results in a day for priority patients – including sick 

health care workers and people in the hospital – the company said its average 

turnaround time is three to five days for most other patients. 

• Moderna shares quickly fell as much as 8.5% to the lowest level in a month after a Stat 

News article said a 30,000 patient trial of the company’s Covid-19 vaccine candidate that 

was expected to start next week has been delayed. 

• Air France-KLM will cut over 7,500 jobs, warning that it is unlikely to rebound from 

curbed travel from the coronavirus pandemic before 2024. Europe’s second-biggest 

airline will cut 6,500 jobs at Air France and another 1,020 at its regional carrier, Hop!, 

the company said in a statement. 

o Employees who retire or leave on their own are expected to make up about half 

the reductions. 

• Top U.S. trade groups urged President Donald Trump, Vice President Mike Pence and 

governors to issue guidelines on wearing mask, citing the economic risk from Covid-19’s 

accelerating spread. 

o The U.S. Chamber of Commerce, the National Retail Federation, the Business 

Roundtable and others sent a letter Thursday, a day after Trump offered limited 

praise for masks but suggested they needn’t be required. The president has put 

little emphasis on masks despite evidence they can help combat the spread. 

https://www.statnews.com/2020/07/02/trial-of-moderna-covid-19-vaccine-delayed-investigators-say-but-july-start-still-possible/?utm_content=bufferea560&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&utm_campaign=twitter_organic
https://www.statnews.com/2020/07/02/trial-of-moderna-covid-19-vaccine-delayed-investigators-say-but-july-start-still-possible/?utm_content=bufferea560&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&utm_campaign=twitter_organic
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QCWPNNT1UM0X
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o “Absent stronger measures to prevent transmission, communities across America 

risk another round of shutdowns, broad restrictions on non-essential activities, and 

irreparable economic harm,” said the organizations, which generally view federal 

regulation skeptically. 

• McDonald’s Corp. is pausing the resumption of all dine-in services in its U.S. 

restaurants as the coronavirus outbreak flares up in areas across the country. 

o The halt will last for 21 days, the fast-food chain said in an internal letter that was 

viewed by Bloomberg. Locations that have already reopened their dining rooms 

should consult guidance from local and state officials on whether to roll back 

services, according to the letter, which was signed by Joe Erlinger, McDonald’s 

U.S. president, and Mark Salebra, head of the National Franchisee Leadership 

Alliance. 

• The NBA's Miami Heat have closed their practice facility at the American Airlines 

Arena in Miami, Florida, after a second player tested positive for Covid-19, according to 

multiple media reports which the team confirmed to CNN. 
  
  
 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QCT8DQT0G1L2

